ARTHUR CHAMBERS
landlord would be gazing all the while open-mouthed at
Chambers, and, to be sure, he on his part was very intent
upon something besides his Greek Testament, for, soon after,
a general complaint was made of abundance of money being
lost; but which way was the question. In Launceston, in
Cornwall, whither he went, the inhabitants received him
with open arms for a considerable time, and his merry
disposition soon procured him the acquaintance of men
of note in that country. He had taken care, too, before
leaving London, to supply himself with a great number of
false crown and half-crown pieces, which, on his arrival,
he uttered at all the places he frequented; but abundance
of persons having been deceived with these pieces, and
a general complaint made round about, search was made
everywhere for the apprehending of the cheat, and poor
Chambers was taken up; the consequence of which was
the sending of him to jail, where he remained a year and
a half before he could get his enlargement.
Cornwall now became too hot for him to stay any longer
there; so he made the best way he was able to London, where,
on the very first day of his arrival, he performed the most
cunning, artful and yet barefaced piece of felony that was
ever heard of.
Having alighted from the wagon, he went directly to an
ale-house in West Smithfield, where, seating himself in a
box, and calling for a pint of beer and a slice of bread and
cheese, he comfortably refreshed himself; then, falling into
discourse with some tradesmen in the next box to him,
about the country and quiet enjoyment of a rural life, the
talk was insensibly turned upon diving or picking of pockets.
** Look ye, gentlemen," said Chambers, " I can pick a
pocket as well as any man in Great Britain, and yet, though
I say it, am as honest as the best Englishman breathing.
For an instance of what I say, observe the country gentleman
just now passing by the window. Til step out and take his
watch though it is now scarce five o'clock." A wager of
ten shillings was immediately laid that he did not perform
it. Chambers answered the bet, and presently, pushing out
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